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THE OBSESSION TO CONVERT THE JEWISH PEOPLE  

JOHN 3:16 

For god so loved the world that he gave 

his only son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish, but may 

have eternal life. 

 

JOHN 14:6 

Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the 

truth, and the life; no one comes to the 

father, but through me." 
 

 

MATTHEW 4:18-19 
18 And walking by the Sea of Galilee, he 

saw two brothers, Simon who was called 

Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a 

net into the sea; for they were fishermen.  
19 And he said to them, "Follow me and I 

will make you fishers of men." 

 

MATTHEW 28:18-19 
18 And Jesus came and said to them, "All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. 19 Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the father and of the son and 

of the holy spirit." 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DO YOU HAVE TO BE JEWISH TO BE OK WITH G-D? 
 

• The righteous of all nations will have a share in the world of 

eternal bliss.  (Tosefta Sanhedrin, XIII:2) 

• If a pagan prays and evokes G-d's name, Amen must be said 

(Jerusalem, Berachot 8). 

• Antonius once asked Rabbi Judah the prince, "Will I have a share in 

the world to come?"  To which the later answered "Yes."  But is it not 

written (Obadiah 1:8): "Nothing will remain in the house of Esau?"  

"true," Rabbi Judah answered, "but only if they do the deeds of Esau." 

(Avodah Zarah, 10b) 

• The Midrash (Numbers Rabba, 8) says: "No one can become a 

Kohen or a Levite unless he is so born.  But if anyone wishes to 

become a holy and religious man, he can do so even though he is a 

pagan.  Kindness, holiness and piety are not hereditary and are not 

the possession of an exclusive race or nation.  Justice and piety are 

acquired through one's own deeds." 

• Moses Maimonides (Mishna Torah, Hilchot Shemitah) says: "Not 

only the Jew is sacred, but everyone who is loyal to G-d and walks in 

the path of righteousness has in himself some particle of the Divinity 

and G-d will provide for him in time of need, as he provided for the 

Kohen and the Levite in days of yore." 

• Heaven and earth I call to be witnesses, be it non-Jew or Jew, man 

or woman, man-servant or maid-servant, according to the work of 

every human being does the holy spirit rest upon him (Yalkut, 

Section 42) 

• Whether Israelite or heathen if he only executes a righteous deed, 

G-d will recompense him for it. (Tanna Debe Eliyahu, Section 13) 

EVANGELISTIC CAMPAIGN 

Church Mails 

Tract to Millions 
 

When you check your mailbox next month, you 
will find a multicolored booklet with a red, white, 
and blue logo, if all goes as planned for Sycamore 
Church of Christ of Cookeville, Tennessee. The 530-
member church has targeted 100 million American 
homes to receive the eight-page booklet, entitled 
One Nation Under God, with the message “Jesus 
Christ is the solution to the world’s problems.” 
    Campaign organizers say it is the single largest 
mailing ever to be distributed by the U.S. Postal 
Service. (A few years ago a U.S. Government 
brochure on AIDS reached 86 million homes.) In 
addition, 44 television stations and four satellite 
networks, with a potential audience of 135 million, 
will air an hour-long special containing the same 
evangelistic message, produced by the Christian 
Satellite Network in Dallas. 
    By late May, the campaign, spearheaded by 
millionaire businessman Horace Burks, a deacon in 
the Cookeville church, had $6.3 million of its $9 
million goal. Burks’s church has donated $200,000, 
and the church’s members are prepared to 
mortgage their church building and their homes for 
the campaign, he says. At least 800 other 
autonomous Churches of Christ congregations 
have also pitched in. “Some supporters have even 
sold stamp collections, livestock, and household 
goods to help out,” says Burks. 
    The $6 million raised thus far will cover TV 
air time, production costs, and postage for 
mailing to at least 60 million homes, Burks 
says. The remaining homes will get their 
booklets throughout July as additional money 
comes in. A 24-hour 800 phone number will 
give free information and offer a Bible 
correspondence course. 
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Non-Believers are Doomed to Eternal Damnation: 
 
 

MARK 16:16 He that believes and is baptized shall be saved, but he that 

believes not shall be damned. 

 

JOHN 3:36 He that believes in the son will have everlasting life, and he that 

doesn’t believe the son shall not see life, but the wrath of god 

abides in him. 

 

LUKE 19:27 And those enemies of mine who didn’t want me to be king over 

them, bring them here and slay them in my presence. 

 

II THES. 1:8-9 8  Bringing judgement on those who don’t know god and on those 

who refuse to obey the good news of our lord Jesus, 9 they will be 

punished with everlasting destruction, forever separated from the 

lord… 

 

REVELATION 21:8 But those who turn away from me, and unbelievers…their doom 

is in the lake of fire. 
 

 

The first day that I started as a full-time missionary, Mitch 
Triestman drove me to a Jewish cemetery in Philadelphia. We got 
out of the car and walked up to the fence. I couldn’t help but 
notice the many tombstones with common Jewish last names; 
many had the star of David on them. At that point Mitch asked 
me a question that I’ll never forget! He said, “Tom, how many of 
these Jewish people do you think died without knowing the 
Lord?” It was if a magnet drew my eyes and now my heart with 
them back to gaze at the tombstones once again. I shuddered at 
the very thought of what his words meant. At the same time 
however, I suddenly found myself feeling very fortunate to be 
saved. Without even waiting for my answer (I was speechless 
anyhow), Mitch then turned to me and said, “Well, then I guess we 
still have a lot of work to do.” Yes, we do Mitch! 

 

(From To The Jew First – A Textbook on Jewish Evangelism, by 

Mitch Triestman, from the Forward by Tom Huckle) 
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The Jewish People are G-d’s Chosen: 
 

 

GENESIS 12:3 And I will bless those who bless you (Abraham and his 

descendants), and those who curse you, I will curse. 

 

EXODUS 19:5 …you will be a special treasure unto Me above all peoples. 

 

DEUTERONOMY 7:6 For you are a holy people to the L-rd your G-d; the L-rd your 

G-d has chosen you to be a special people unto Himself, above 

all people that are upon the face of the earth. 

 

PSALMS 135:4 For the L-rd has chosen Jacob unto Himself, and Israel for His 

special treasure. 

 

ZECHARIAH 2:8 …he who touches you (Israel) touches the apple of His eye. 

See also Deuteronomy 32:10 

 

 
 

From the Christian Scriptures: 
 

ROMANS 11:28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes, but as 

touching the election, they are beloved for the father’s sake. 

 

ROMANS 3:1-2 1 What advantage then, has the Jew? Or what profit is there of 

circumcision?  2 Much every way- chiefly, because unto them 

were committed the oracles of god. 

 

ROMANS 9:4 …the Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the 

glory and the covenants and the giving of the law and the temple 

service and the promises… 
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MATTHEW 10:5-6 
5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the 

following instructions: "Go nowhere 

among the Gentiles, and enter no town 

of the Samaritans. 6 But go rather to the 

lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

 
MATTHEW 15:21-28 

21 Jesus left that place and went away to 

the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just 

then a Canaanite woman from the 

region came out and started shouting, 

"Have mercy on me, lord, son of David; 

my daughter is tormented by a demon." 
23 But he did not answer her at all.  And 

his disciples came and urged him, 

saying, "Send her away, for she keeps 

shouting after us." 24 He answered, "I 

was sent only to the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel." 25 But she came and 

knelt before him, saying, "Lord, help 

me." 26 He answered, "It is not fair to 

take the children's food and throw it to 

the dogs." 27 She said, Yes, lord, yet even 

the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from 

their masters' table." 28 The Jesus 

answered her, "Woman, great is your 

faith!  Let it be done for you as you 

wish." And her daughter was healed 

instantly. 
 

ROMANS 1:16 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is 

the power of god for salvation to 

everyone who has faith, to the Jew first 

and also to the Greek. 

 

 
 

MATTHEW 23:39 

For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, "Blessed is the one who comes in 

the name of the L-rd." 

 
 
"The fact that Yeshua will not return until Israel receives national salvation is a 

powerful motivator for evangelizing Jewish people; in fact Jewish evangelism can 

hasten his coming." 

David Stern, Jewish New Testament Commentary  Page 71-72 
 

 
 

 

THE TRUE BELIEVER by Eric Hoffer 
 

   Whence comes the impulse to 

proselytize? 

   Intensity of conviction is not the main 

factor which impels a movement to 

spread its faith to the four corners of the 

earth: "religions of great intensity often 

confine themselves to condemning, 

destroying, or at best pitying what is not 

themselves."  Nor is the impulse to 

proselytize an expression of an 

overabundance of power which as 

Bacon has it "is like a great flood, that 
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will be sure to overflow."  The 

missionary zeal seems rather an 

expression of some deep misgivings, 

some pressing feeling of insufficiency at 

the center.  Proselytizing is more a 

passionate search for something not yet 

found than a desire to bestow upon the 

world something we already have.  It is 

a search for a final and irrefutable 

demonstration that our absolute truth is 

indeed the one and only truth.  The 

proselytizing fanatic strengthens his 

own faith by converting others.  The 

creed whose legitimacy is most easily 

challenged is likely to develop the 

strongest proselytizing impulse.  It is 

doubtful whether a movement which 

does not profess some preposterous and 

patently irrational dogma can be 

possessed of that zealous drive which 

"must either win men or destroy the 

world."  It is also plausible that those 

movements with the greatest inner 

contradictions between profession and 

practice - that is to say with a strong 

feeling of guilt - are likely to be the most 

fervent in imposing their faith on others.  

The more unworkable communism 

proves in Russia, and the more its 

leaders are compelled to compromise 

and adulterate the original creed, the 

more brazen and arrogant will be their 

attack on a non believing world.  The 

slaveholders of the South became the 

more aggressive in spreading their way 

of life the more it became patent that 

their position was untenable in a 

modern world.  If free enterprise 

becomes a proselytizing holy cause, it 

will be a sign that its workability and 

advantages have ceased to be self-

evident. 

   The passion for proselytizing and the 

passion for world dominion are both 

perhaps symptoms of some serious 

deficiency at the center.  It is probably as 

true of a band of apostles or 

conquistadors as it is of a band of 

fugitives setting out for a distant land 

that they escape from an untenable 

situation at home.  And how often 

indeed do three meet, mingle and 

exchange their parts. 

 
 

II CORINTHIANS 3:13-15 
13 Unlike Moses, who put a veil over his 

face so that the children of Israel could 

not look steadily at the end of what was 

passing away. 14 But their minds were 

blinded. For until this day the same veil 

remains unlifted in the reading of the 

Old Testament, because the veil is taken 

away in Christ. 15 But even to this day, 

when Moses is read, a veil lies on their 

heart. 

 

II CORINTHIANS 4:3-4 
3 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is 

veiled to those who are perishing, 
4whose minds the god of this age has 

blinded, who do not believe, les the 

light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
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who is the image of God, should shine 

on them.  

 

ROMANS 11:7 

What then? Israel has not obtained what 

it seeks; but the elect have obtained it, 

and the rest were blinded. 

 

ROMANS 11:25 

For I do not desire, brethren, that you 

should be ignorant of this mystery, lest 

you should be wise in your own 

opinion, that blindness in part has 

happened to Israel until the fullness of 

the Gentiles has come in.  

 

ACTS 9:17-18 
17 And Ananias went his way and 

entered the house; and laying his hands 

on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 

Jesus, who appeared to you on the road 

as you came, has sent me that you may 

receive your sight and be filled with the 

Holy Spirit. 18 Immediately there fell 

from his eyes something like scales, and 

he received his sight at once; and he 

arose and was baptized.

 
 

“The Devil and the Jews” 
Joshua Tachtenberg, pgs. 15-18 

Medieval Christendom was so firmly convinced 
of the incontestable truth of its own tradition 
and teaching that it could conceive of no rival 
truth. Curious as this may seem, there is 
overwhelming evidence that the Catholic world 
believed that the Jew himself recognized the 
truth of Christian doctrine! 
   According to this view, the Jews knew that 
the coming of Jesus was foretold in Scripture, 
even though they stubbornly denied this. To 
the Christian the conventional interpretation of 
Scripture was the only possible and sensible 
one; the Jewish interpretation could not 
therefore fail to seem the product either of 
wilful misunderstanding or falsification. Jerome 
and other early Church Fathers frequently 
complained that the Jewish teachers 
consciously and deliberately perverted the 
meaning of the original text, and Justinian went 
so far as to embody this complaint in law, 
requiring the reading of the Torah in the 
synagogues in a language comprehensible to the 
hearers, and forbidding the customary 
explanation that followed the reading: "Thus 
there shall be no opportunity to their 

interpreters, who make use only of the Hebrew, 
to corrupt it in any way they like, since the 
ignorance of the public conceals their 
depravity." Medieval scholars did not hesitate 
to impute to Jews even the crime of tampering 
with the text of the Bible in an effort to destroy 
its Christological meaning. One fifteenth-
century writer adopted the conspiratorial theme 
and told how the rabbis "assembled in great 
multitudes at the Babylon of Egypt, which is 
called Cairo, where they, with as much secrecy 
as possible, falsified and corrupted the 
Scriptures. . . ." Martin Luther frequently 
exploded in bitter and even foul denunciation 
of the Jews for what he considered their wilful 
refusal to acknowledge the plain sense of the 
text." 
   The Jews, moreover, had actually witnessed 
the events attendant upon the Passion of 
Christ, and if they perversely denied what their 
own eyes had beheld, at least one of the 
eyewitnesses had been providentially preserved 
to give them the lie direct with his living 
testimony of the correctness of the Christian 
tradition, and of the truth and power of the 
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word of Christ. It was in the thirteenth century 
that news of the Wandering Jew, who had 
taunted Jesus on the way to the crucifixion and 
had been told by him to "go on forever till I 
return," first reached Europe. In 1228 an 
Armenian archbishop, who was visiting St. 
Albans in England, reported that this character, 
Joseph Cartaphilus by name, lived and was 
widely renowned in the Orient; and in 1252 this 
statement was confirmed by other Armenian 
pilgrims to the same monastery." This 
information was promptly recognized and 
hailed as a most weighty proof of the truth of 
Christianity, and continental writers did not fail 
to apply its full apologetic force against Jews 
and heretics. Stories of his odd experience 
multiplied. In most of the accounts the 
Wandering Jew had forsaken his false faith and 
adopted the true faith of Jesus, in contrast to 
the obduracy of his fellow Jews; several 
versions, however, have him remain a Jew, 
refusing to acknowledge through baptism the 
truth to which his own unique career testified, 
and thus typifying the attitude of all Jews. 
   Christians were convinced that the later 
Jewish literature contained proofs and 
admissions of the truth of Christianity. The 
Jews, it was widely believed, had attempted to 
disguise or delete such passages-an open 
confession, of course, of their damaging 
existence! Nor was this all. The charge of 
mutilation of the host by Jews rested upon the 
belief that they too accepted the dogma of 
transubstantiation, the most peculiarly sectarian 
of Christian dogmas. Marlowe's Jew of Malta 
even swears by the Corpo di Dio! The plenitude 
of miracles that accompanied alleged Jewish 
criminal acts against Christianity, such as the 
mutilation of the host and of images of Jesus 
and the saints, as well as the so-called ritual 
murders, were constant and inescapable 
evidence which the Jews presumably could not 
deny (though they did). Several times, indeed, 
pious Jews are represented in the miracle 
dramas as acknowledging the miracle-working 
powers of St. Nicholas and revering his image. 
    Obviously, then, the refusal of the Jew to 
identify himself with Christendom in the face 

of such apparently conclusive evidence that he 
was aware of the truth of its religious position 
perplexed and enraged the pious Christian. As 
Cecil Roth points out in his recent study of the 
problem, "the medieval mind was as keen, as 
logical and as eminently reasonable as is ours." 
It demanded and found—an explanation of this 
seemingly inexplicable behavior, an explanation 
which accounts for the intense emotional 
antipathy that has ever since characterized 
Christian-Jewish relations. 
   What was this answer? Roth's too-ready 
acceptance of the usual view that Catholic 
Europe ascribed the bigotry of the Jew to sheer 
perversity and stubbornness leaves something 
to be desired. If his postulate of the 
reasonableness of the medieval mind is correct, 
as undoubtedly it is, then it is strange indeed 
that "such a mind should ascribe to a group of 
people a type of psychology which is contrary 
to all human experience." It is an explanation 
which cannot satisfy us, and therefore we may 
assume that it did not satisfy medieval Europe 
either. 
   We must seek further. That Jews were 
possessed of the spirit of perversity and 
stubbornness the medieval mind did not doubt. 
But whence came that spirit? How was it that 
the psychology of the Jews should be contrary 
to all human experience? The answer was that 
the Jew was not human—not in the sense that 
the Christian was. He was a creature of an 
altogether different nature, of whom normal 
human reactions could not be expected. "Really 
I doubt whether a Jew can be human for he will 
neither yield to human reasoning, nor find 
satisfaction in authoritative utterances, alike 
divine and Jewish," protested Peter the 
Venerable of Cluny. What then? He was the 
devil's creature! Not a human being but a 
demonic, a diabolic beast fighting the forces of 
truth and salvation with Satan's weapons, was 
the Jew as medieval Europe saw him. One 
might as soon expect the devil himself to 
submit of his own free will to Christ, as the 
Jew. And against such a foe no well of hatred 
was too deep, no war of extermination effective 
enough until the world was rid of his menace. 
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"After all, unconverted Jews make Christians wonder if 

perhaps Jesus is not the Messiah after all." 

 

James Christison 

Former General Secretary 

American Baptist Churches National Mission Society 

PRESENT TENSE interview with 

Rabbi James Rudin 

 

 

 

"By standing with the Jewish people in love and support, we 

can provoke them to jealousy, as the apostle Paul said, so as 

to win them to Christ.  Not by cramming the Gospel down 

their throats, but by showing that our faith produces fruitful 

works.  I have told the Jewish agencies that we're not an 

evangelical group as such, and this is true.  We are not 

actively trying to win Jews over to Christ - but by taking this 

stand, the Jewish people don't run away from us, and we are 

able to witness to them indirectly." 

 

Joe Dean 

Founder, Christians for Israel 

NATIONAL COURIER 

December 10, 1975 
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The New Trojan Horse 
Rabbi Michael Skobac 

(The Jewish Press, Friday, May 24, 1991, p. 72) 

It’s the Jewish problem. At 
conferences and meetings throughout the 
world, evangelical Christians have been 
pondering their abysmal lack of success 
in converting us. Hampered by their 
spiritual nearsightedness however, they 
have difficulty imagining that we have 
any substantive objections to their 
religious claims. Consequently, most of 
these Christians have opted for 
convenient rationalizations to resolve 
their frustrating dilemma. One of the 
more popular theories offered up 
suggests that Jewish people, because of 
their tragic history, have become 
prejudiced against Christianity. They 
sense that their product is suffering from 
an image problem.  

Missionaries posit that etched into the 
consciousness of contemporary Jewry is 
the collective memory of centuries of 
Christian anti-Semitism. Generations of 
Jews have experienced the horrors of the 
Crusades, Inquisitions, pogroms, and the 
Holocaust. Of course, evangelicals 
dismiss these atrocities as misdeeds 
committed by nominal Christians who 
were not “real” followers of the 
Nazarene. 

Clearly though, this thesis of Jewish 
victimization fails to adequately answer 
the question at hand. In reality, the 
Jewish people 2000 years ago didn’t reject 
J… because he was anti-Semitic. Rather, 
he was ignored by the Jews of this time 
because his project was a non-starter. He 
wasn’t the Messiah; and all the Christian 
love in the world won’t make him the 
Messiah. 

Lamentably, many Jewish people 
today are incapable of articulating what 
lies behind their knee-jerk reflex that 
“Jews don’t believe in J…” When 
missionaries probe this defensive posture, 
they rarely meet with anything more than 
“well, we just don’t.” This superficiality 
may be what prompts the conventional 
missionary wisdom that Jewish resistance 
to conversion simply stems from their 
negative associations with Christianity.  

Into the breach steps Dr. Frank Eiklor, 
director of an organization called Shalom 
International. Like many similar outfits, 
Eiklor’s group works tirelessly fighting 
anti-Semitism and drumming up support 
for the State of Israel. Shalom 
International has set up a Task Force to 
take on neo-Nazis, skinheads, and 
historical revisionists.  

When a Los Angeles synagogue was 
burned to the ground in January, Eiklor 
dispatched a contingent of born-again 
motorcyclists to stand guard outside the 
congregation’s temporary quarters 
during Shabbat services. Shalom 
International has sponsored rallies of 
solidarity with the State of Israel, and 
recently returned from the Holy Land 
after several weeks of volunteer work. 

Shalom International’s activities have 
won them many friends and wide 
support in the Jewish community. Eiklor 
states that his effort aim to build “bridges 
of love” to the Jewish people, and insists 
that there is no hidden agenda behind his 
demonstration of “unconditional love.” 
Even though he bristles at any suggestion 
of ulterior motives, we need only 
examine what he says when he assumes 
we are not listening to hear him speaking 
out of both sides of his mouth.  

 

In recent letters to his supporters, Dr. 
Eiklor reveals the true goal of his 
campaigns: “It’s a name that caused Jews 
to blink and shrink back in fear. It’s a 
name that was used most frequently by 
those punching Jewish faces, destroying 
Jewish property, and even killing Jewish 
people. The name as not Adolf Hitler. It 
was J… C… 

Those hating in his name never knew 
him. But Jews didn’t know that. They just 
knew that J… and pain went together. 
But not any more! Every time that we 
absorb some of the hate aimed at the 
Jewish people, every time we rush to 
their side when they are lied about, every 
time that we are the first gentiles to 
identify with their fears and pain and 
loneliness… they see another J…! The real 
one!” “I want to see Christians all across 
America wake up and stand up for the 
Jewish people. Only then will Jews be 
impressed and one day want J… as their 
Messiah!” 

Just as there were Greek soldiers 
concealed within the giant wooden gift 
horse to the Trojan, Frank Eiklor’s 
ultimate agenda is carefully hidden from 
the beneficiaries of his good will. It is 
simply an oversight that explains why his 
Jewish audience never hears the 
following words which typify the 
message he sends to his Christian 
supporters? “There are almost six million 
Jews living in the United States -- what a 
harvest filed we have right under our 
noses! The key to Jewish hearts is 

unconditional love. More Jewish people 
are loving J… today than at any time in 
history, and we’re told that this ministry 
is a big reason for that happening.” 

Before founding Shalom International, 
Frank Eiklor was the director of The 
Hebrew Messianic Center.  

The Center sent missionaries into 
Jewish neighborhoods, trained Christians 
how to “witness to” (convert) their Jewish 
friends and neighbors, and held mass 
rallies in support of Israel. Although 
Shalom International sounds rather 
benign in comparison, the name has 
simply been changed to protect the 
guilty. 

Eiklor’s new incarnation is essentially 
geared to making Christians into better 
salespeople to the Jewish community. 
Eiklor spells out his strategy of soft-
selling Christianity in a tape he 
distributes through Shalom International 
called “How to Reach Out to the Jews.” In 
this training tape, he explains that if 
Christians are serious about witnessing to 
Jewish people, they need to understand 
that “it’s not enough just to quote Bible 
verses… you can’t preach the gospel with 
mere words, you must show 
unconditional love.” 

 
Eiklor is usually careful not to openly 

associate with missionaries who overtly 
target Jewish people for conversion. 
Recently though, he let his guard down 
by appearing as the featured guest on a 
major Hebrew-Christian radio program. 
Introduced by the host as “the most 
dangerous man to the Jewish community 
today,” Eiklor expounded on his 
conviction that Christian kindness would 
result in the Jewish people accepting 
Jesus. Obviously this viewpoint is either 
very naïve or very arrogant. Either Frank 
Eiklor believes that any belief can be 
validated by the altruism of its adherents, 
or he believes that Christians have a 
monopoly on goodness. 

We understand Dr. Frank Eiklor. In an 
editorial, he once wrote that “witnessing to 
all people of J… love, is like breathing to a 
Christian.” We understand that he is 
sincere, and that he regrets the evil done to 
us in the name of his religion. However, by 
not fully sharing the true motivation of his 
endeavors on behalf of our community, he 
presents a stark example of what is clearly a 
hidden agenda. It is true that actions speak 
louder than words, but Frank Eiklor’s 
words speak much about his actions. 
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Fuller Theological Seminary 
School of World Mission 

March 24, 1986 

 

 

Dr. Phil Goble 

Artists for Israel 

P. O. Box 2056 

New York, New York 10017 

 

Dear Phil: 

 

 Many thanks for your careful and illuminating answer to my recent letter. I am 

pleased to know of the many ways in which you are getting in the ripened grain and 

bringing sheaves to the master’s barn. 
 

 I am increasily confident that messianic synagogues are the answer. It must be 

possible for Jews to become Christians while still remaining Jews and cherishing their 

Jewish ancestry. Swedish Americans cherish their Swedish ancestry. Chinese Americans 

treasure their Chinese ancestry. Hebrew Americans ought to cherish their Hebrew 

ancestry and remain strongly Jewish. They should proclaim, “I am a Jew. I go to 

synagogue. I invite you to my synagogue. It means on Friday evening.” 
 

 Those who go there should feel right at home. The singing should be led by a 

cantor. The men should wear little skull caps. The Torah (scripture) should be taken 

out of a cupboard as a big roll and laid on the pulpit. In short, every aspect of 

synagogue worship should be duplicated. I further think, Phil, that it would be 

advisable for non-Jews to be encouraged to worship in congregations which met on 

Sunday. Let the messianic synagogues be 100% Jewish. Let them never serve ham or bacon 

at their meals. 

 

 When you are here in August, by all means give me a call (818 449-1745, Ext 

3715) in the mornings between 9:30 and 12. I am here five weekday mornings every week. 

Better still, write me a letter a couple of weeks ahead of time. 

 

 What you are doing is most important, and I am confident that the 50 messianic 

synagogues of today can easily become 500 tomorrow—or maybe day after tomorrow.  

 

 God grant you His richest blessings. 

 
 

Sincerely yours in 

Christ, 

 

-McGavran 

1 CORINTHIANS 9:19-23 
19 For although I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave 

to all, so that I might win more of them. 20 To the Jews I became as a 

Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one 

under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might 

win those under the law. 21 To those outside the law I became as one 

outside the law (though I am not free from G-d’s law but am under 

Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak I 

became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all things to 

all people, that I might by all means save some. 23 I do it all for the sake 

of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings. 
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