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Dedicated by Chana Applebaum in merit of the hostages to be return and Jews everywhere be safe.

Simcha and Sukkot Shalom:
Marking Two Years into the War; In Memory of Avidan hy"d

1. Devarim 16, 13-15:

The festival of succoth shall you make for yourself,
seven days, when you gather in from your
threshing floor and from your winepress.

And you shall rejoice in your festival: you — your
son, your daughter, your man-servant, your maid-
servant — the Levite, the stranger, the orphan,
and the widow, who are in your gates.

Seven days shall you rejoice before the L-rd your
G-d in the place that the L-rd chooses. For the L-
rd your G-d will bless you in all of your produce
and in all to which you put your hand, and you
will be only happy.

2. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hagigah, 1:

The Simcha that is mentioned in the Regalim is
this of the Shelamin Sacrifices. One should
sacrifice Shelamin in addition to the regular
Hagigah’s Shelamim. As it says: and you shall
sacrifice there offerings of well-being and eat
them, rejoicing before the LORD your God. And
women are obliged to this as well.

3. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Yom Tov 6:

And one is obligated to be joyful and of a good
heart on them—he, his children, his wife, the
members of his household and all who
accompany him. As it is stated (Deuteronomy
16:14), "And you shall rejoice in your holiday,
etc." Even though the joy that is mentioned here
is [referring to] peace offerings—as we explain in
the Laws of the Festival Offering—included in that
joy is for him, his children and the members of his
household to rejoice—everyone according to
what is fit for him.

4. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Yom Tov 6,18:
The children, for example, should be given
parched grain, nuts, and sweetmeats; the
womenfolk should be presented with pretty
clothes and trinkets according to one's
means; the menfolk should eat meat and
drink wine, for there is no real rejoicing
without the use of meat and wine. While
eating and drinking, one must feed the
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stranger, the orphan, the widow, and other poor
unfortunates. Anyone, however, who locks the
doors of his courtyard and eats and drinks along
with his wife and children, without giving
anything to eat and drink to the poor and the
desperate, does not observe a religious
celebration but indulges in the celebration of his
stomach. And about such is it stated (Hosea 9:4),
"their sacrifices are like the bread of mourners, all
who eat it will be contaminated; for their bread is
for their own appetites.” Such joy is a disgrace for
them, as it is stated (Malakhi 2:3), "I will spread
dung on your faces, the dung of your festivals.”

5. Rambam, Sefer Hamitvot, 54:
Mitzvat Aseh to be happy in the Regalim, as it
says: “And you shall rejoice in your festival”

6. Aruch Hashulchan, Even Haezer, 64, 18:

One cannot marry during Chol Hamoed... As it
says: “And you shall rejoice in your festival”- And
we are not allowed to combine celebrations...

7. Pninei Halacha, Festivals, 1, 8, 6:

It is a mitzva to participate in whatever activities
one generally enjoys — like singing, dancing, and
going on outings.

8. Likutei Muharan, Part 2, 23:

On the topic of simchah.

An analogy: Sometimes, when people are happy
and dance, they grab someone standing outside
[the circle] who is depressed and gloomy. Against
his will they bring him into the circle of dancers;
against his will, they force him to be happy along
with them.
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It is the same with happiness. When a person is
happy, gloom and suffering stand aside.

Yet greater still is to gather courage to actually pursue
gloom, and to introduce it into the joy, such that the
gloom itself turns into joy. A person should transform
gloom and all suffering into joy. It is like a person who
comes to a celebration. The abundant joy and
happiness then, transforms all his worries, depression
and gloom into joy. We find that he has grabbed the
gloom and introduced it, against its will, into the joy,
as in the aforementioned analogy.
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Let the loving couple
be very happy,
just as you made
your creation
happy
in the garden of eden,
so long ago.
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