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hristian missionaries, like Jews for

Jesus, claim that Jesus is the Jewish
messiah! Why has Judaism rejected this
assertion for 2,000 years?

The concept of the Messiah has its foundation in
our Jewish Bible, the Tanach, which teaches that ALL
of the following criteria MUST be fulfilled before any
person can be acknowledged as the Messiah:

Ingathering of the Jewish Exiles

When the Messiah is reigning as King of Israel,
the Jewish people will be ingathered from their
exile and will return to Israel, their homeland
(Deut. 30:3; Isaiah 11:11-12; Jeremiah 30:3, 32:37;
Ezekiel 11:17, 36:24).

Jesus never reigned as king and the Jews have not
yet all returned to live in their promised homeland.

Rebuilding of the Holy Temple

The Temple in Jerusalem will be rebuilt (Isaiah 2:2-
3, 56:6-7,60:7, 66:20; Ezekiel 37:26-27; Malachi 3:4;
Zechariah 14:20-21).

The Temple was still standing in Jesus’ day. It was
destroyed about 38 years after Jesus’ crucifixion and
it has not yet been rebuilt.

Worldwide Reign of Peace

There will be universal disarmament and world-
wide peace with a complete end to war (Micah 4:1-4;
Hosea 2:20; Isaiah 2:1-4, 60:18).

Wars have increased dramatically in the world since
the advent of Christianity, many fought in Jesus’' name.

Embracing of Torah Observance by All Jews

The Messiah will reign as King at a time when all
the Jewish people will observe God’s commandments
(Ezekiel 37:24; Deut. 30:8, 10; Jeremiah 31:32; Ezekiel
11:19-20, 36:26-27).

Again, Jesus never ruled as King nor are all Jews
following all the commandments of the Torah.

Universal Knowledge of God

The Messiah will rule at a time when all the people of
the world will come to acknowledge and serve the one
true God (Zech. 3:9, 8:23, 14:9,16; Isaiah 45:23, 66:23;
Jeremiah 31:33; Ezekiel 38:23; Psalm 86:9; Zeph. 3:9).

This, as well, has not yet taken place and we await
its fulfillment.

Messiah Must Be from the Tribe of Judah and a
Descendant of King David and King Solomon

The Messiah must be a member of the tribe of
Judah (Genesis 49:10) and a direct descendant of
King David and King Solomon (2 Samuel 7:12-14; 1
Chronicles 22:9-10). Genealogy in the Bible is ONLY
passed down from father to son (Numbers 1:1-18).

There is no evidence that Jesus really had this pedigree,
and the Christian Bible actually claims that he did not
have a “birth-father” from the tribe of Judah descending
from King David and King Solomon (Matthew 1:18-20).
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A Biblical Portrait of the Messiah

All of these criteria for the Messiah are found
in numerous places in the Jewish Bible. One
foundational example is this prophecy in the book of
Ezekiel, Chapter 37:24-28:

And My servant David will be king over them, and
they will all have one shepherd, and they will walk
in My ordinances, and keep My statutes, and observe
them and they shall live on the land that I gave to
Jacob My servant, in which your fathers have lived; and
they shall live there, they, and their children, and their
children’s children forever; and My servant David will
be their prince for ever. Moreover I will make a covenant
of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant,
which I will give them; and I will multiply them, and
will set My sanctuary in their midst forever and My
tabernacle shall be with them, and I will be their God
and they will be My people. And the nations will know
that I am the Lord who sanctifies Israel, when My
sanctuary is in their midst forever.

Anyone can claim to be the Messiah or a group of
people can claim that someone is the Messiah.
However, if that person fails to fulfill ALL the
criteria found in the Jewish Bible, he CANNOT be
the Messiah. According to the Christian scriptures,
Jesus seems to have understood this. As he was being
crucified by the Romans, he cried out “My God, my
God, why have You forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46).

The Christian Rebuttal
In order to deal with Jesus’ failure to fulfill the
Biblical messianic prophecies, missionaries argue

that he will accomplish them when he returns in
the future.
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"and Why He's Not Jesus

It is important to understand that this doctrine of a
“second coming” is an admission that Jesus did NOT
fulfill the Messianic criteria. This rationalization for his
failure certainly provides no reason for accepting him
as the Messiah today. Furthermore, the Jewish Bible
does not have a Messianic “installment plan” where the
Messiah comes, fails in his mission, and then returns
thousands of years later to finally succeed.

Missionaries will claim that because Jesus
performed miracles, he must be the Messiah. We,
however, have no real evidence that Jesus actually
performed any miracles. More significantly, even if
Jesus did perform miracles, they would not prove that
he was the Messiah. Our Bible never says that we will
be able to recognize the Messiah through the miracles
that he will do. The Torah actually teaches that
even false prophets can have the ability to perform
supernatural miracles (Deuteronomy 13:2-6).

The Real Messiah

As Jews, we prefer to wait for the real thing according
to God’s promises and guidelines. The Jewish Bible
provides a clear and consistent description of what
the world will look like when the Messiah comes —and
this has clearly not yet transpired. So, we still await the
coming of the real Messiah. May he and a true utopian
world come soon!

By Rabbi Michael Skobac, Director of Education and
Counselling, JEWS FOR JUDAISM © 2019

JEWS FOR JUDAISM is dedicated to countering growing
threats to Jewish survival including Christian missionaries,
cults, eastern religions, assimilation, anti-Israel
propaganda and other challenges to Jewish continuity.

JEWS FOR JUDAISM’s goals are to strengthen Jew-
ish pride and identity and to win back Jews who have
been influenced by the above challenges.

We achieve our goals through worldwide Internet out-
reach, social media, free educational programs, literature
and counselling services that connect Jewish people to
the spiritual depth, beauty and wisdom of Judaism.

Iam so grateful to have discovered the wonderful Jews
for Judaism YouTube lectures by Rabbi Skobac. I am a
Jew who converted to Christianity in college, but now,
because of your online outreach, I have returned to
Judaism. Thank you. — Rebecca G.

In a nutshell JEWS FOR JUDAISM keeps Jews Jewish.

Please contact JEWS FOR JUDAISM for free edu-
cational materials, to book a speaker for your group,
arrange a private confidential consultation or make
a tax-deductible charitable donation. Thank you.

I

3110 Bathurst Street, PO Box 54042
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M6A 3B7
T: 416-789-0020 ¢ TF: 866-307-4362
WEBSITE: www.jewsforjudaism.ca
EMAIL: info@jewsforjudaism.ca
DONATE: canadahelps.org/dn/24741
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Kaddish, Yahrzeit and Yizkor ¢ 121 UMY TP

Throughout the generations, we Jews cherish the neshamos (souls) of our loved
ones by saying Kaddish, observing Yahrzeit or reciting Yizkor in their memory.

Kaddish: Jews recite the Kaddish prayer for the merit of one’s departed
father, mother, sibling or spouse. If a person dies with no children, another
relative should assume the task. If that’s not possible, then another person
can be assigned to recite it. The first time Kaddish is recited is in the cemetery
following burial. Henceforth, for a parent, it is recited daily with a minyan
during the three prayer services for eleven months. For a sibling or spouse, it
is recited for thirty days.

Yahrzeit: Kaddish is also recited every year on the Yahrzeit (the anniversary
on the Jewish calendar) of a person’s passing. On this day, we remember and
cherish the life of the departed. During this 24-hour period, Yahrzeit begins at
nightfall of the previous evening and ends the following night.

Yizkor (Memorial Prayer) is recited four times a year — on Yom Kippur,
Shemini Atzeret, last day of Passover and second day of Shavuot. Yizkor
is said in the synagogue in remembrance of the soul of a departed parent,
sibling or spouse. This is a private, solemn moment when we think about our
departed loved ones and pledge charity in their memory.

Special Art Print: The painting to the left, The Yahrzeit Candle, was created
by Julius Ciss, Executive Director of Jews for Judaism. “I remember as a child
watching my mother, a Holocaust survivor, light the candle for her parents’
Yahrzeit. | asked her why?” Ciss recalls. “She said the flames go up to heaven
to let her parents know that she loved them. Today, when I light the yahrzeit
candle for my parents and brothers, | go back to that special moment, which
| tried to capture in this painting of the Bubbie and her grandchild.”

Jews for Judaism is offering an 11" x 14" print of this work of art, suitable for
framing, to all who donate $180 or more to Jews for Judaism. We can print
a dedication, in memory of your loved one, in the lower section of the print,
if desired. Please check the appropriate box on the remittance coupon to
receive your art print. Your gift will help keep Jews Jewish.

6 Dynamic Lecturesin 90 minutes
Thurs., April 4, 8:00 - 9:00 PM

Techeles and Tzitzit:
The Story of the Blue Thread

Tefillin: About Those Black Boxes
Flattery: Exploring a Biblical Prohibition

The Angel of the Lord:

Who Is He and Should He Be Worshipped?
The Arm of the Lord in Isaiah 53:
What Does It Mean?

The Day of the Lord:
How Does Scripture Describe it?

Baycrest Terrace Shul, 55 Ameer Ave, Toronto
Admission FREE » Registration Required
416-789-0020 » carol@jewsforjudaism.ca
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Exploring the
Mystical Meaning of
the Hebrew Letters
with Rabbi Michael skobac

Four-Part Lecture Series

Thursday May 2, 9, 16 & 30 (skip May 23)
Shaarei Shomayim Congregation

470 Glencairn Avenue, Toronto

7:30 pm e Admission FREE

To register or for info,
contact: 416-789-0020
carol@jewsforjudaism.ca
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Entertainment and Cultural Committee Presents

¥

Celebrating 25 Years of
N Jerry & Sandy’s
Dedication to

Keep Jews Jewish

STARRING:
|, Lauren Shore, MC . 4
Rabbi Chaim Strauchler, Rabbinical Humourist
Rabbi Jesse Shore ¢ Eldan Cohen ¢ Gord Lindsay
The Bénami Band with Rabbi Chanan Gans & Graham Tugetman
The Shul of Rock featuring: Zevi Rosenzweig, David Kleiman,
Michael Glogauer, David Emerson & Dov Apter

HONOUREE: Elliott Dale * PRESENTER: Orvin Zendel

e CO-CHAIRS:
Alan J. Burger s Jerry Genesove * Sandra Genesove

SundayMarch 31,2019 /24 Adar Il 5779 ¢ 6:30 PM
SHAAREI SHOMAYIM CONGREGATION e 470 Glencé)lrﬁ Ave
% Admission: $25 per person or $39 per Couple
For info call: 416-789-0020
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This week and every week, make your Jewish practice
stronger and more meaningful:

e Study Torah - And learn more about Judaism
¢ Light Shabbat Candles - And bless your children
* Have a Shabbat Meal - Enjoy it with family and friends
* Give Tzedaka (Charity) - Generously help those in need
* Do Tikun 0lam - Try your best to make the world a better place
* Pray to the God of All Humanity - And connect with a synagogue

For every step you take — invite somebody to join you!
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ANSWERS:::...
T0O GHRISTIAN
MISSIONARIES

Pick up all the spiritual survival skills that will
empower you to respond confidently to most
missionaries who question your Jewish faith.

SEMINAR TOPICS:
Why are Missionaries Obsessed with Converting Jews?
Messianic Prophesies: What do They Foretell?
A Crucified Messiah: Is That in the Jewish Bible?
Isaiah 53: Debunking the Missionary’s Favorite Proof-text

Wednesdays, May 29 -June 19, 2019-7:30 PM e Admission Free
Jewish Russian Community Centre, 18 Rockford Rd., TO
For info or register: 416-789-0020 or carol@jewsforjudaism.ca
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Shaarei Tefillah Congregation presents its Tenth Annual

JEWISH WISDOM FOR LIVING

A Spring Lecture Series
Rabbi Eli Cohen
Arr Pesach Sheini & Second Chances

30 The Torah’s Response to Christian Missionaries

ylAv Counting Up To Shavuot

The Inner Meaning of Counting the Omer

Rabbi Michael Skobac
MAY Shema Yisrael

14 Hearing the Voice of Hashem

2M1AY Judaism & Mental Health

Dealing with Stress and Anxiety

%Av The Kabbalah of Money

Is it the Root of All Evil?

Jun ¥ Your Child Rejects Judaism
4 What Do You Do?

SIX CONSECUTIVE WEDNESDAYS ¢ 8 PM  ADMISSION FREE

Shaarei Tefillah Congregation, 3600 Bathurst Street
For Info: (416) 789-0020 or carol@jewsforjudaism.ca
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