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e Who is Mashiach?

1. Rambam, Laws of Kings 11:4
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If a king will arise from the House of David who diligently contemplates the Torah and observes its mitzvot as
prescribed by the Written Law and the Oral Law as David, his ancestor, will compel all of Israel to walk in (the
way of the Torah) and rectify the breaches in its observance, and fight the wars of G-d, we may, with assurance,
consider him Mashiach. If he succeeds in the above, builds the Temple in its place, and gathers the dispersed of
Israel, he is definitely the Mashiach. He will then improve the entire world, motivating all the nations to serve
G-d together, as Tzephaniah 3:9 states: 'l will transform the peoples to a purer language that they all will call
upon the name of G-d and serve Him with one purpose.' [Rambam translations by R’ Eliyahu Touger]

e Is repentance a pre-condition?

2. Talmud, Sanhedrin 97b
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Rabbi Eliezer says: If the Jewish people repent they are redeemed, and if not they are not redeemed. Rabbi
Yehoshua said to him: If they do not repent, will they not be redeemed at all? Rather, the Holy One, Blessed be
He, will establish a king for them whose decrees are as harsh as [those issued by] Haman, and the Jewish people
[will have no choice but to] repent, and this will restore them to the right path. [Davidson Edition translation]

e \What will change in the messianic era?

3. Talmud, Berachot 34b
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Rabbi Chiya bar Abba cited Rabbi Yochanan: All of the prophets only prophesied about the time of Mashiach.
For “the world to come” — no one has seen it, Gd, other than You (based on Isaiah 64:3). That disagrees with
Shmuel, who said: There is no difference between this world and that of Mashiach, other than subjugation to
[foreign] kingdom:s..

4. Devarim 15:11
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For there will never cease to be needy ones in your land, which is why | command you: open your hand to the
poor and needy kinsman in your land. [JPS translation]

5. Vayikra 26:6
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I will grant peace in the land, and you shall lie down untroubled by anyone; I will give the land respite from
vicious beasts, and no sword shall cross your land.
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6. (Midrash) Sifra, Parshat Bechukotai 2:1
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1) (Vayikra 26:6) "and you will lie down and not tremble™: without fear of any animal. "and | will eliminate
vicious beasts from the land.” R. Yehudah says: He will eliminate them from the world. And thus is it written
(Tehillim 92:1) "A psalm, a song for the day of Shabbat": for the cessation (mashbith [like "Shabbat"]) of
harmful agents from the world. R. Shimon says: He will prevent them from causing harm. R. Shimon said:
What redounds more to the praise of the L—rd, the absence of harmful agents or their existing but not causing
harm? Certainly, the second. (Ramban: “...this verse should be understood according to its simple meaning that
wild animals will not ender the land (i,e, inhabited areas... ) [translation by R’ Shraga Silverstein]

7. Rambam, Laws of Kings 12:1
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Do not presume that in the Messianic age any facet of the world's nature will change or there will be
innovations in the work of creation. Rather, the world will continue according to its pattern. Although lsaiah
11:6 states: 'The wolf will dwell with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the young goat,' these words are a
metaphor and a parable. The interpretation of the prophecy is as follows: Israel will dwell securely together with
the wicked gentiles who are likened to a wolf and a leopard, as in the prophecy Jeremiah 5:6: 'A wolf from the
wilderness shall spoil them and a leopard will stalk their cities.' They will all return to the true faith and no
longer steal or destroy. Rather, they will eat permitted food at peace with Israel as Isaiah 11:7 states: 'The lion
will eat straw like an ox." Similarly, other Messianic prophecies of this nature are metaphors. In the Messianic
era, everyone will realize which matters were implied by these metaphors and which allusions they contained.

8. Rambam, Laws of Kings 12:4
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The Sages and the prophets did not yearn for the Messianic era in order to have dominion over the entire world,
to rule over the gentiles, to be exalted by the nations, or to eat, drink, and celebrate. Rather, they desired to be
free to involve themselves in Torah and wisdom without any pressures or disturbances, so that they would merit
the world to come.

9. Talmud, Sukkah 52a
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[Regarding the eulogy at the end of days] Who is being eulogized? The matter is disputed by R. Dosa and the
rabbis. One opines that it is upon Mashiach ben Yosef who was killed [in the war of Gog from the land of
Magog prior to the ultimate redemption with the coming of Moshiach ben David]. And the other opines it is
upon the evil inclination that was killed. (Maharsha: They will cry over the loss of opportunity to earn further
reward.)

10. Talmud, Shabbat 151b
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Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says: Perform [mitzvot] while you still find [opportunities], and you have [the
financial means], and you are still under your own control. And King Solomon also said, in his wisdom: “And
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remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come [and the years arrive when you will
say: I have no desire for them” (Ecclesiastes 12:1)]. [“The evil days”;] these are the days of old age. “And the
years arrive when you will say: I have no desire for them”; these are the days of Messiah, in which there is
neither merit nor liability. That disagrees with Shmuel, who said: There is no difference between this world and
that of Mashiach, other than the subjugation to [foreign] kingdoms, for it is said, “For there will never cease to
be needy within the land” (Devarim 15:11)

11. Ramban, Devarim 30:6
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“And G-d will circumcise your heart” ...From the time of creation, man was given the freedom to do as he
desires, to be righteous or wicked. This was true during the entire period of Torah, such that choosing good
would be a merit and punishment would be warranted for the choice of evil. But during the messianic era, the
choice of good will become natural. They will not desire that which is inappropriate.

12. Michah 4:1-3
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And it will be, at the end of days, the mountain of the house of Gd will be established at the head of mountains
and elevated above hills, and nations will stream there. Great nations will say, "Let us ascend to the mountain of
Gd and the house of the Gd of Yaakov, and He will teach us of His ways and we will walk in His paths, for
Torah will come from Zion and the word of Gd from Jerusalem.” And he will judge between many nations and
he will clarify for mighty nations, even those from afar, and they will beat their swords into plowshares and
their spears into pruning hooks. Nation shall not raise up sword against nation, and no longer shall they learn
war. [Tanach translations by R’ Mordechai Torczyner]

e Jews and Non-Jews

13. Talmud, Pesachim 87b
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And Rabbi Elazar said: The Holy One, Blessed be He, exiled Israel among the nations only so that converts
would join them, as it is stated: “And I will sow her to Me in the land” (Hosea 2:25). Does a person sow a se’a
of grain [for any reason other] than to bring in several kor [of grain during the harvest? So too, the exile is to
enable converts from the nations to join the Jewish people]

14. Isaiah 19:18-21
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On that day, five cities in the land of Egypt will speak the language of Canaan and swear by Hashem, L-rd of
multitudes; one of them shall be called “City of Destruction.” On that day, there will be an altar of Gd in the
land of Egypt, and a monument for Gd at her border. And it will be a sign and witness for Hashem, L-rd of
multitudes, in the land of Egypt: when they cry out to Gd before their oppressors, and He will send them a
redeemer and leader, who will save them. And Gd will be known to Egypt, and Egypt shall know Gd on that
day, and they will serve Gd with sacrifices and gifts, and they will vow to Gd and fulfill it.
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15. Isaiah 66:23
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And it will be, at each month, and on each Shabbat, all flesh will come to bow before Me, declares Gd.

16. Zechariah 14:16
NI MDY 3071 NIPAY 1 A7R7 Tnnwa? niwa M o7 1Y 0puh oy oRan o¥aaToan niatel At
And all who remain from all of the nations who ascended against Jerusalem will ascend annually to bow to the
King, the L-rd of multitudes, and to celebrate the holiday of Succot.

17. Isaiah 56:6-7
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And the foreigners who join Gd to serve Him and to love the Name of Gd, to be His servants, all who guard
Shabbat from desecration and hold on to My covenant. And | will bring them to My holy mountain and gladden
them in the house of My prayer. Their burnt offerings and celebration offerings will be desired upon My altar,
for My house will be a house of prayer for all nations.

18. Tzephaniah 3:9
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Then I will convert the nations to clear speech, for all of them to call in the Name of Gd, serving Him with a
united effort.

19. Zechariah 2:15
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And many nations will join Gd on that day, and they will be a nation for Me, and I will dwell among you; you
will know that Gd, -of multitudes, sent me to you.

20. Malbim, Zechariah 2:15
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“And many nations will join Gd” — they will convert and accept the religion of truth.
[translation by R’ Mordechai Torczyner]

21. Ibn Ezra, Zechariah 13:8
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Two-thirds of the world will be eradicated, and the last third will be tested, and the survivor will be the servant
of Gd who will come annually. [translation by R’ Mordechai Torczyner]

22. Talmud, Yevamot 24b
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Our Sages taught: We do not accept converts in the time of Mashiach. Similarly, they did not accept converts in
the time of David or the time of Solomon. Rabbi Eliezer said: What is the verse that hints at this halakha?
“Behold, they may gather together [gor yagur], but without Me; whosoever shall gather together [gar] with you
shall fall on yours” (Isaiah 54:15). [The word gor implies that only a convert [ger] who becomes part of the
Jewish people when the Jews are living in exile, at a time when G-d is not clearly revealed, i.e., “without Me,”
are considered part of the Jewish people.] But another [who wishes to convert in a time when G-d is clearly
revealed shall] not [be accepted].
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