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Torah Texts About Our Holy Land — Rabbi Dr. Leo Davids
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For your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with streams and éprings and fountains
issuing from plain and hill;
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a land of wheat and barley, of vines, figs, and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey;
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a land where you may eat food without stint, where you will lack nothing; a land whose rocks are
iron and from whose hills you can mine copper.
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When you have eaten your fill, give thanks to your God for the good land given to you.
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it is a land which your God locks after, on which your God always keeps an eye, from year's
beginning to year's end.
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Look down from Your holy abode, from heaven, and bless Your people Israel and the soil You
have given us, a land flowing with milk and honey, as You swore to our fathers.”
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In relation to the basic point raised by the mishna concerning living in Eretz Yisrael, the Sages
taught: A person should ajways reside in Eretz Yisrael, even in a city that is mostly
populated by gentiles, and he should not reside outside of Eretz Yisrael, even in a city that
is mostly populated by Jews. The reason is that anyone who resides in Eretz Yisrael is
considered as one who has a God, and anyone who resides cutside of Eretz Yisrael is
considered as one-who-does not have a God. As it is stated: “To give to you the fand of
Canaan, to be your God” (Leviticus 25:38).
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The Gemara expresses surprise: And can it really be said that anyone who resides outside of
Eretz Yisrael has no God? Rather, this comes to tell you that anyone who resides outside
of Eretz Yisrael is considered as though he is engaged in idol worship. And so it says with
regard to David: “For they have driven me out this day that | should not cleave to the
inheritance of the Lord, saying: Go, serve other gods” (| Samuel 26:19). But who said to
David: Go, serve other gods? Rather, this comes to tell you that anyone who resides
outside of Eretz Yisrael is considered as though he is engaged in idol worship.
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The greatest of our Sages woulid kiss the borders of Eretz Yisroel and its stones and roll

in its dust. And so it says, “As your servants desired her stones, and loved her dust’
{Psalms 102:15).
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Our Sages have said that the sins of anyone who dwells in Eretz Yisroel are forgiven, as
it says, “And the inhabitant shall not say, ‘I am sick’, the people who dwell therein shall
be forgiven for their iniquity” (Isaiah 33:24). Even if one were to walk but four cubits in
the Land, he merits The World To Come. The sins of anyone buried in the Land are
forgiven. It is as if his grave becomes an altar for atonement, as it says, “and makes
expiation for the fand of His people ” (Deut. 32:43).
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A person should always dwell in Eretz Yisroel, even in a city where most of the residents
are not Jewish, rather than live outside of the Land in a city where most of the residents
are Jewish. For anyone who leaves the Land is considered as if he worships idols, as it
says, “for they have driven me out this day that | should not cleave to the inheritance of
the Lord, saying, ‘go serve other gods™ (I Samuel 26:18)....




