
3110 Bathurst Street, P.O. Box 54042
Toronto, Ontario CANADA M6A 3B7
416-789-0020 • info@jewsforjudaism.ca
To Donate: jewsforjudaism.ca/donate/

Please Support Jews for Judaism
Jews for Judaism is a global leader in Jewish outreach. We are at the forefront of 

addressing the most difficult and sensitive issues threatening Jewish survival.
	 Our goals are to strengthen Jewish pride and identity and to win back those 
Jews who have been negatively influenced or coerced by missionaries, cults, 
eastern religions, the growing rate of Jewish apathy and ignorance, assimilation, 
intermarriage, anti-Israel BDS propaganda, antisemitism and other challenges to 
Jewish continuity that are devastating the Jewish community worldwide.
	 We achieve our goals via local programming and worldwide Internet Jewish 
outreach. Two million people access our social media platforms yearly. Thousands 
of Jews are helped by our YouTube video lectures, specialized intervention, one-
on-one counselling, education programs, downloadable educational materials, 
and Shabbat and Jewish Holiday home hospitality.

Help Save Jewish Lives
	 Jews for Judaism unites the Jewish community in a common cause. We have 
earned endorsements from a wide spectrum of Jewish agencies, rabbis and 
educators. We connect countless Jewish people to the spiritual depth, beauty and 
wisdom of Judaism. Please support Jews for Judaism. You can help keep Jews Jewish 
and save Jewish lives by giving now at www.jewsforjudaism.ca/donate/. Thank you.

Above are 4 of 500 videos that received over 14 million views on our Jews for Judaism Youtube Channel.

The 

Annual

Evening of Jewish Music

presents:

The Entertainment and 
Cultural Committee of

Sunday, March 30, 2025 / 1 Nisan 5785 • 7:00 PM
Shaarei Shomayim Congregation • 470 Glencairn Ave., Toronto

PROGRAM:
MC: Hyim Bessin • WELCOME: Rabbi Sam Taylor

The Klezkonnection: Klezmer Maestro Jono Lightstone with

Lynda Batist Friedman, Lee Coplan, Abba Lustgarten, Ed Noy,  

Allan Rosenbluth, Ellen Rosenbluth, Ed Segalowitz,  

Ethan Shapiro, Alan Sisselman and Harold Wolfe

Eli Green & Dean Aivaliotis • The Eldan Cohen Trio

HONOUREES: Sol & Queenie Nayman • PRESENTER: Alan J. Burger
HONOUREE: Adam Saunders • PRESENTER: Julius Ciss

CO-CHAIRS: Alan J. Burger • Jerry & Sandra Genesove
INSPIRATION: Rabbi Michael Skobac

CLOSING REMARKS: Julius Ciss

Admission: $36/person • $54/couple • Youth & Students: Free

Attend online! Click the "Live" Stream link at jewsforjudaism.ca/cavalcade31

Please donate. It's easy. Go to www.jewsforjudaism.ca/donate/

CAMPAIGN IN SUPPORT OF 
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TRAILBLAZERS $2572
Paul & Judith Bloom
In Memory of Gerald Katz

PHILANTHROPISTS $2250
Alan J Burger
Jerry & Sandra Genesove
Joseph Gemeiner &  
	 Renanah Goldhar

VISIONARIES $1,800
K. Corey Keeble
Adam Saunders & Galit  
	 Sarfaty

EXPEDITORS $1,600
John & Lori Ulmer

CONSULTANTS $1450
In Memory of Maurice &  
	 Miriam Genesove
In Memory of William &  
	 Jenny Abrams
In Memory of Dr. Fred  
	 Abrams

DEVELOPERS $1,296
In Memory of Berl Nadler

GUARDIANS $1,080 
Elliott & Sally Dale
Sheldon & Lori  
	 Disenhouse
Andrew Kaminker
Monty & Eileen Kobrin
Allan & Hinda Silber

CONTRACTORS $756 
Izzy Grafstein 
Drs Jeff Lipton & Ellen  
	 Warner

James M & Linda Slavens

ARCHITECTS $648 
Jeff Somer & Adina Bloom

PROJECT MGRS $594
Peter & Adrianne  
	 Klemensberg
Irving & Sabina Lefler 
Dr Aaron & Joyce Rifkind
Sol Roitman

ENGINEERS $540
Frank Ander & Karen  
	 Durbin
Richard & Yvonne  
	 Goldberg
Eshai & Renee Hirshberg
Robert Hort & Victoria  
	 Massias
Sid & Ellen Jelinek
In Memory of Sam  
	 Moskowitz
Dorothy Shiff & Family

EXCAVATORS $468
In Memory of Henry  
	 Barkin
Stephen Freedhoff
Stephen & Carole Title

INSPECTORS $396 
Melech & Dorothy  
	 Halberstadt
Jeffrey & Elaine Hertz

HEALERS $360
Henry & Lynda Anzarouth
Brian & Bryna Bloom
In Memory of Marty Galin

Dr Sandy Finkelstein &  
	 Roberta Kremer
Alan Hattin
Brian & Brenda Lass
Dr Brian & Roberta  
	 Schwartz
David & Chantal Ulmer
Howard & Olga Wolfe

ARBORISTS $306
Shirley Cutcliffe
Stephen & Bluma Dreezer
Malcolm & Betty Perlman
Isadore Polakow
Dr David Socken & Gale  
	 Borison Socken 
Leon & Iris Weverman

SUPERVISORS $270 
Les & Lisa Aaron 
Phil Chudnofsky
Ron Cuperfain & Elise  
	 Herzig
Dr Arthur & Aggie Dunec
David Freed
Farokh & Dalya Hakimi
Dr Seymour & Susan  
	 Hershenfeld
Farla Klaiman
Dr Hadley Koltun
Francy Kussner & Arthur  
	 Yallen
Myrna Lass 
Benjamin & Elaine Osher
Stephen & Carole Title
Ies & Ruth Van Messel
Stephen & Teresa  
	 Weintraub
Leo & Sheila Wynberg
Rabbi Gedalia & Grace  
	 Zweig

Thank You to our Generous Donors
who recently gave to help Jews for Judaism keep Jews Jewish. If you have not yet donated, 
please give to this year’s 31st Annual Cavalcade of Stars event in one of these four ways: 
• Phone Jews for Judaism at 416-789-0020 (If needed, leave a secure message on Ext #4)
• Online at jewsforjudaism.ca/donate • E-transfer using etransfer@jewsforjudaism.ca
• Mail using the enclosed envelope or the address on the back of this booklet. Toda Raba!

X

FOUNDATIONS $198
Dr John & Arlene Anthony
Dorothy Chapman
Dr Michael Dales
Michael & Sally Deverett
Arnie & Paula Dubrow
Lorne & Yaffa Factor
Dr Leon & Elaine  
	 Genesove
Louise Goldberg
Eileen Goldstein
Jeffrey & Lydia Goldfarb
Jamie Golombek
In Memory of Dr Eli &  
	 Grace Katz
Warren & Ellen Grossman
Alex & Natasha Katz
Karen Katz
Bernard & Anna Kleinberg
Linda Levenstein
Mark Mietkiewicz
Rebecca Rotenberg Nadler
Dr Michael & Aurelia  
	 Ostro
Dr Fred & Tammy Parker
Laurie & Helen Reiss
Gita Rotenberg
Dr Frank & Felice Spitzer
Stewart & Danielle Turk
David & Bernice  
	 Walerstein

ROOFERS $162 
Chaim Eisenstat
Eli Klein & Mriam  
	 Erlichman
Dr Michael & Marilyn  
	 Shupak
Harvey & Renee Solursh

INSTALLERS $126
Harry Agensky
Dr Michael & Tara Bloom
Howard & Shelley Brown
Prof Bernard Katz
Dr Howard & Leah Price

PILLARS $108 
Vivian Anhang
Goldie Bellack

Moishe & Brenda Bessin 
Brian & Carole Cantor
Dr Jon & Elise Gasner
Sharon Goelman
Shaila Gottleib 
Howard & Linda Katz
Aaron & Bertha Lang
Rena Levy
Dr Marvin & Myrna  
	 Nussbaum
Jeffrey & Joanne  
	 Perlmutter
Stanley Reisman
Meir & Sharon Rotenberg
Barry & Laura Rubinoff
Dr Jack & Terri Sandler
Victor & Phyllis Seeman
Todd Stein
Harold & Esther Tabacznik
Lily Tannenbaum
Dr Harriet Train & Geary  
	 Shorsher

DECORATORS $90
Stephen & Harriet  
	 Altbaum
Laya Juda
Dr Brian & Judy Kotzer
Tito & Viviane Massouda
Gilbert Meyer
Roy Muster & Muriel  
	 Moscovich
David Shindman & Debra  
	 Anthony
Ashley Steinfeld
Margalit van Bergen

PATRONS $72
Marcy Ages
Ian & Hana Belfer
Hyim Bessin
Drs Stephen Brown &  
	 Brenda Woods
Charles & Rochelle  
	 Diamond
Peter & Hazel Graben
Esther Keltz
Annie Lauer
Dr Joel & Sara Miller

Drs Morris & Jill  
	 Moscovitch
Frances Sadoway
Steve Sigurdur
Rabbi Sam & Emma Taylor
Marshall & Ivanka Usher 

SPONSORS $54
Irving Benmergui & Dr  
	 Raquel Milgrom
Arthur & Joyce Eklove
Harvey & Dr Lisa  
	 Golombek
Mindy Green
Sharon Klug
Mark & Joy Koplowitz
Dr Stanley & Ellen Markin
Ralph Muller
Paul Brown
Esterita Rajsky
Martin Rosenwald
Howard & Elaine Rubinoff
Rabbi Asher & Debbie Vale

SUPPORTERS $36
Marlyne Abramson
Ronald Beasley & Suzanne  
	 Landau
David & Beverley Birkan
Nigel & Donna Blumenthal
Cris & Susan David
Dr Marvin & Miriam Dryer
Rochelle Florence
Lillian Friedman
Bruce & Sari Gilboord
Murray Godman
Arnold & Linda Gotfryd
David & Sandra Kaminker
Myrna Lambert
Rebecca Laufer
Layla Persaud
Esther Petroff
Thelma Schlifer
In Memory of Alan Shore
Pacey Sugar
Harry & Riva Wolle
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From the age of eight, every night before 
going to sleep, I recited, “Shema Yisrael, 

Hashem Elokeinu, Hashem Echad” (Hear  
O Israel, the Lord is our G-d, the Lord is 
One). With childhood purity, I would 
converse with G-d. I did all the talking 
and all the imaginative work of filling my 
mind with His replies to all the important 
points I raised. I asked G-d to prevent my 
stuffed animals from fighting with each 
other, to help me to sleep well, and to help 
me win the fights with my friends the 
following day.
	 I continued this practice until the age of 
13 when I wanted more of an intellectual 
approach to Judaism. I had a lot of questions 
and unfortunately, the best thing that my 
local rabbi could offer was Herman Wouk’s 
This Is My G-d. I enjoyed the first few pages 
but quickly descended into boredom 
because this book was not intended for an 
intellectually gifted 13-year-old.
	 So for the next five years, I didn’t talk 
with Hashem. However, whether motivated 
by fear or some intrinsic connection to 
my heritage, I continued to say, “Shema 
Yisrael, Hashem Elokeinu, Hashem Echad,” 
every night before going to sleep. But 
now, at the age of 18, being a mature, 
intelligent young man 
attending one of the best 
liberal arts colleges in the 
nation, I could no longer 
continue this spiritually 
and emotionally empty 
bedtime ritual. “Shema” 
stops now!
	 Freshman year was 
great and wild. No 
connection to Judaism, no 
guilt trips – just free sailing! 
However, sophomore year began with two 
blows. First, my beloved grandmother, 
who was somewhat religious, passed away. 
Then, I broke up with my gentile girlfriend 
in a most unpleasant way, to put it mildly.
	 So there I was, feeling quite alone and 
very much in need of connection. Maybe 
because of my grandmother’s connection 
with Judaism, I decided to re-examine 

Judaism and attend Shabbat services at 
the campus Hillel House. Unfortunately, 
with the electric guitar in the background 
and people seemingly matched up in their 
cliques from Long Island, I just didn’t feel 
any spiritual elevation, let alone friendship.
	 At the same time, Valerie, a Christian 

girl in my Biblical Hebrew 
class, invited me to a 
party her social group 
was making. Her friends 
were such calm, friendly 
people, interested in 
spiritual values and not 
overly materialistic. I 
enjoyed the novel change 
in my social life, and it 
didn’t bother me that she 
and the others were born-

again Christians. Within a few weeks, I 
started going to church on Sundays, and 
by November, I was already hinting to 
my parents that I was thinking about 
conversion.
	 Frightened and not knowing what to 
say, they called a well-known rabbi who 
soon discovered that he was no match for 
a philosophy major at Haverford College. 

His threat tactics, “Your soul is doomed!” 
and hanging up the phone on me, 
produced no results. Another turn-off was 
his wanting to meet with me, one-to-one, 
in some kosher restaurant in Manhattan. 
Why couldn’t I choose the venue and 
perhaps bring along some friends?! Did 
he want to kidnap me and 
then try to un-brainwash 
me from the enlightened 
values I recently gained 
from my new friends?!
	 A few weeks later, my 
parents implored me to 
contact Rabbi Michael 
Skobac from Jews for 
Judaism for an initial 
discussion, and they 
described him as an expert 
on the subject of religion. From our initial 
conversation, I immediately realized 
that I was dealing with an educated, 
intellectually honest person who not only 
let me choose the venue, but also told me 
to bring along anybody I wanted. Because 
I trusted him, we met in my home, just 
the two of us. Within an hour, I suddenly 
discovered that there were clear answers 

and viable replies to the challenges 
born-again Christians present to the 
unsuspecting and unarmed Jews to whom 
they are offering “salvation.”
Rabbi Skobac demonstrated amazing 
scholarship in both the Old and New 
Testaments. His pleasant personality and 
great sense of humour made it easy for me 
to open up, especially in the security of my 
own kitchen, on my own turf, within the 
walls that watched me grow up.
	 I started to believe that there must 
be other pleasant, intelligent, spiritual 
Jews who can help me find my way back 
into that beautiful warm house. As a 
little child, I always felt that “somehow, I 
belong here.” Maybe now, I could rekindle 
these feelings.
	 My subsequent visit to Israel for my 
twenty-first birthday began with many 
doubts and apprehensions. I was about to 
explore where my soul truly belongs. Allow 
me to summarize that two-week trip in just 
one word: miraculous! The happy tears 
that filled my eyes at the airport were only 
the first of many more happy tears that 
followed. Thanks to Rabbi Michael Skobac 
and Jews for Judaism, I found my way back 
home.

	 As a follow-up to this 
story, after finishing my 
degree, I went to Israel 
for a two-year course in 
the basics of Judaism and 
discovered that I had the 
potential to go far in the 
world of Torah. Within a 
few years, I became a rabbi. 
Today, I have the privilege 
of being one of the head 
rabbis in a rabbinical 

college in Jerusalem and building a happy, 
new generation of Torah-literate Jews and 
families. My parents moved to Israel a year 
after I made aliyah and began growing 
religiously. Today, they are finally enjoying 
the intellectual and spiritual satisfaction 
they missed out on for half a century. n

*Name has been changed to maintain anonymity.

I’m 
Back 
Home
by Rabbi 
Shmuel Levine*

Thanks to  
Jews for  
Judaism 
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"A Christian girl in  
my Biblical Hebrew 
class invited me to a 

party her social group 
was making ...  

Within a few weeks,  
I started going to  

church on Sundays."

"Today, I have the 
privilege of being one  
of the head rabbis in a 
Rabbinical College in 

Jerusalem and building 
a happy, new generation 

of Torah-literate Jews  
and families."
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With deep roots in the Jewish 
community, Sol and Queenie 

Nayman are a loving couple dedicated 
to Jewish survival through their 
commitment to Holocaust education and  
to community service.
      Sol, born in Poland in 1935, survived  
the Holocaust and immigrated to Canada 
in 1948. A passionate educator and 
advocate, he has spoken widely about 
the Holocaust, fighting antisemitism, 
and combating Holocaust denial. Sol 
has participated in several “March of the 
Living” and “Aish Living Legacy” journeys 
and shared his experiences across 
Canada and the USA at synagogues, 
universities, schools, and museums.
    Queenie, born in Montreal in 1937,  
was a teacher and an active volunteer  
in health and community organizations. 
After marrying Sol in 1961, she became 
involved in numerous initiatives, 
including serving as President of Mount  
Sinai Hospital Auxiliary and volunteering  
with SickKids’ Children’s Circle of Care.
  Together, Sol and Queenie have 
made significant contributions in 
support of meaningful Jewish causes 

in our community and Israel. Through 
Holocaust education, they seek to 
preserve the past while inspiring 
younger generations with hope for the 
Jewish future. n

HONOUREES: SOL & QUEENIE NAYMAN

Sol & Queenie at his shtetl’s commemorative 
stone, on one of their "marches" in Treblinka.

Growing up in Toronto, 
Adam began to embrace 

Judaism in a more meaningful 
way in high school. A 
milestone of his path towards 
greater observance was his 
summer internship in 1999 at 
Jews for Judaism, which was 
a transformative experience 
that set the foundation for 
a lifelong commitment to 
Judaism.
  Adam is currently an  
Associate Professor, Teaching Stream, at  
the University of Toronto's Rotman School  
of Management. He previously taught 

at UBC’s Sauder School of 
Business, where he received 
several teaching awards for 
excellence both inside and 
outside the classroom.
  Most importantly, Adam  
and his wife, Galit, are proud  
to be raising their two 
daughters, Levana and Emuna,  
with strong Jewish values and 
dedication to a Torah way of 
life. Having lived in Vancouver 
for 11 years, they recently 

moved to Toronto and are grateful to be 
part of the vibrant and welcoming Jewish 
community here. n

HONOUREE: ADAM SAUNDERS

Adam Saunders

9

Tuesday, June 17, 2025 • 8:00 PM ET • FREE Admission 
Shaarei Shomayim Congregation, 470 Glencairn Ave., Rear 
Attend LIVE in-person or via ZOOM • Registration is required
TO REGISTER please go to jewsforjudaism.ca/examines25
For more info: T 416-789-0020 • info@jewsforjudaism.ca

With Rabbi
Michael Skobac

From a Jewish Sect             to a Global Gentile Religion 

In this lecture Rabbi Skobac will examine how,  
2,000 years ago, a small Messianic movement  

within the Jewish community in Israel  
transformed, in a short period of time,  

into a radically non-Jewish world religion.  

He will discuss the Jewish roots of Christianity,  
and how, over time, those roots became  

obscured and ultimately cut off.




